
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/076,402 



02/19/2002 



Yasuhiko Hatae 



24956 7590 09/26/2006 

mattingly, stanger, malur & BRUNDIDGE, p.c. 

1 800 DIAGONAL ROAD 
SUITE 370 

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314 



500.41212X00 



2125 



EXAMINER 



GARY, ERIKAA 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2617 

DATE MAILED: 09/26/2006 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Application No. 



Applicant(s) 



Response to Rule 312 Communication 



10/076,402 



HATAE ET AL 



Examiner 



Art Unit 



Erika A Gary 



2617 



- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 



1. S The amendment filed on 29 March 2005 under 37 CFR 1.312 has been considered, and has been: 

a) □ entered. 

b) £3 entered as directed to matters of form not affecting the scope of the invention. 

c) □ disapproved because the amendment was filed after the payment of the issue fee. 

Any amendment filed after the date the issue fee is paid must be accompanied by a petition under 37 CFR 1.313(c)(1 ) 
and the required fee to withdraw the application from issue. 

d) □ disapproved. See explanation below. 

e) □ entered in part. See explanation below. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . Applicant's information disclosure statement of November 1 7, 2005 was filed 
after the issue fee was paid. Information disclosure statements filed after payment of 
the issue fee will not be considered, but will be placed in the file. However, the 
application may be withdrawn from issue in order to file a request for continued 
examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1 .1 14 upon the grant of a petition under 37 CFR 
1 .313(c)(2), or a continuing application under 37 CFR 1 .53(b) (or a continued 
prosecution application (CPA) under 37 CFR 1 .53(d) if the CPA is for a design patent 
and the prior application of the CPA is a design application) upon the grant of a petition 
filed under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .313(c)(3). Alternatively, the other provisions of 
37 CFR 1 .313 may apply, e.g., a petition to withdraw the application from issue under 
the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .31 3(c)(1 ) may be filed together with an unequivocal 
statement by the applicant that one or more claims are unpatentable over the 
information contained in the statement. The information disclosure statement would 
then be considered upon withdrawal of the application from issue under 37 CFR 
1.313(c)(1). 



2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 6/1/05 was filed after 
the mailing date of the Notice of Allowance on 3/21/05. The submission is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the information disclosure 
statement is being considered by the examiner. 
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Conclusion 



3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Erika A. Gary whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7841 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday and alternate 
Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nick Corsaro can be reached on 571-272-7876. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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